Good News for Families
14 GETHER TIME

‘Enjoy reading this Sunday’s Gospel

e 2

In the evening, the disciples were gathered in a room. They had locked the doors
because they were afraid of the people who had crucified Jesus. Jesus

came and stood among them. “Peace be with yov,” he said to them.

He showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were filled

with joy when they saw the Lord. “Peace be with you,” Jesus said to

them again. “As the Father has sent me, so | now send you.” When he

had said this, he breathed on them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said

to them. “If you forgive the sins of anyone, then they are forgiven. |

If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

Taken from the Gospel of Sunday 24" May 2026. John 20:19-23 {Pentecost Sunday, Year A)

which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make
you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is PENTECOST.
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To colour the picture for this Sunday’s Gospel, please see the back page.
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in the 4 jumbled

Pentecost Sunday is popularly known as the

“Penfecost is the birthday of the Church.” St John xxill

Why did Jesus breathe on the disciples? This coming Sunday the Church celebrates Pentecost.
This is the feast of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church - a gift which we now receive
at Baptism, Confirmation and at Mass. Ask your child what they know about Pentecost.
It may help your child if you tell them something that you know about Pentecost. The word

‘Pentecost’ means ‘fiftieth day’. On this day (fifty days after Easter) the apostles were filled
with the Holy Spirit.

“The exfraordinary outpouring of Pentecost continues. The Holy Spirit
transforms us and wants fo transform the world.”
Pope Francis (Pope from 2013-2025)

Pentecost is not just a historical event. The Holy Spirit is alive and active foday. Each of
you choose one of the following qualities that you would like to ask the Holy Spirit for
today: Courage, Joy, Peace, Patience, Gentleness, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness or
Self-Control. Why did you choose that quality? In what ways could growing in that quality
help you or help those around you? As the Church prepares to celebrate Pentecost
Sunday, let's be open fo receiving the many priceless gifts which the Holy Spirit offers

to enrich our lives.

Simply repeating the words ‘Come, Holy Spirit’ is a great prayer
to say at Pentecost, and also each day throughout the year.
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birthday of the Church. This was the day
when Jesus’ disciples were filled with the

Holy Spirit, when the mission of the Church

really began - almost 2000 years ago.




